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Concrete evolves from sidewalks to interior design
Special to The Washington Examiner
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Since the days of ancient Rome,
men have used concrete to build
roads, bridges and buildings. But
in the past decade, it has crept into
interior renovations for use in walls,
counters and even furniture.
“There’s something alive about
concrete,” said concrete furniture
designer James DeWulf. “You can’t
help rub your ﬁngers over it. A liquid that turns to stone ... what’s not
to love?”
DeWulf creates high-end furniture, like his concrete pingpong
table that doubles as a dining table
and costs more than $4,000. He is
among a growing number of “concrete artisans,” or people trained in
the decorative use of concrete, and
his designs illustrate how concrete
is being manipulated into home
interiors.
Concrete has been used as a
subﬂoor for decades, but many
homeowners, especially those who
want the modern industrial urban
look found in many condos, are

installing polished concrete ﬂoors
stained in all kinds of colors. The
concrete is poured and then polished to the desire texture before
it cements.
“It’s about personal style,” said
Brandon Butler, who co-owns Denny
+ Gardner and is trained in decorative concrete fabrication. “They
want to get away from something
that looks ‘everyday.’ People in the
District are more willing to take a
chance on a new trend.”
Once in place, Butler said the
ﬂoor requires sealing and waxing,
or it can start to look like a driveway.
With counters, the process is
more like baking a cake, Butler
said. “The main thing to remember
about concrete fabrication is that
75 percent of the work is carpentryrelated,” he said. “You’re making
forms, you’re building shapes, and
you’re ﬁlling the forms like you
would a cake.”
Butler said anywhere wood is
used, a concrete product can be
substituted for it. Concrete can be
made to look like stone or steel. “It’s
a very malleable product in that you
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Above, James DeWulf used concrete to create a unique pool table. At right, a
concrete sink brings a sleek, modern feel to a bathroom.

can do just about anything with it,”
he added.
Concrete sinks can be as thick as
apron farmhouse basins or as sleek
as porcelain. Counters can look as
polished as marble or have a matte
ﬁnish like honed granite.
“When people think concrete
countertops, they think they’re
going to have a sidewalk or driveway

over cabinets,” said Josh Anderson, owner of Woodbridge-based
Concrete Artisans. “We can take
concrete and create whatever look
you want. It’s durable, customizable
and something different.”
Anderson said decorative concrete counters cost from $100 to
$150 per square foot, depending
upon the amount of customization.

More expensive than granite, concrete counters are for those who
seek something unique.
“The type of people who come to
me are the ones who have already
done their research,” Anderson
said. “They already know they want
concrete countertops. Their mind is
made up. They want something different.”
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Smart growth is the key to Montgomery County’s health, tech-centric future
By Dean Bartoli Smith
Special to The Washington Examiner

Montgomery County is implementing a Smart Growth Initiative
to build on the area’s strengths in
biotechnology and health care in
a way that will create mixed-use
neighborhoods and walkable new
housing developments.
The three places where most of
this new construction will occur are
the Greater Seneca Science Corridor along Route 28, the White Oak
Science Gateway west of Gaithersburg and the White Flint expansion
along Rockville Pike. Each project
possesses the core elements of walkability, rapid transit options and
mixed-use development.
“Montgomery County has made it
a point to invest in transit-oriented
communities, and the most successful were Bethesda and Silver Spring.
In the future, it will be Shady Grove,
Rockville and White Flint,” said
Stewart Schwartz, executive director of the Coalition for Smarter
Growth.
He said the market demand is
very strong for development of
mixed-use communities around

“[Smart growth is]
based on the theory
that younger or single
people or even older
people will spend less
time in their homes.
They will be in the local
coffee shop, going to the
movies and sitting out
on the bench. Kids who
have ﬁrst jobs will be
able to afford these.”
– Bonnie Casper, 2012 president,
Greater Capital Area
Association of Realtors

transit. “It’s much stronger than for
traditional suburban development,”
he added.
Bonnie Casper, the 2012 president
of the Greater Capital Area Association of Realtors, said smart growth
is the next generation of development after the superfund trend,

which involved taking contaminated sites and redeveloping them
through mixed-use development to
bring commercial and residential
areas back to life.
“Smart growth is an extension of
that, taking compact urban centers
and turning them back into viable
areas around transit nodes to avoid
the sprawl,” she said. “More urbanized places like Bethesda, Rockville,
Kensington, where the population
has grown dramatically.”
The Montgomery County Planning Department’s website shows
the Greater Seneca Science Corridor along Route 28 includes a major
hospital, academic institutions, such
as Johns Hopkins University, and
private biotechnology companies.
It will offer an array of services and
amenities for residents, workers
and visitors, including connecting
destinations by paths and trails and
providing opportunities for a range
of outdoor experiences.
“There are 60,000 new jobs
slated as part of the Shady Grove
and Hopkins sites and new housing
that will come into the area,” Casper
said. “The key is the rapid transit
system. It will cost $2 billion to

expand the transit nodes to develop
a 160-mile system of modern buses
that look like subway cars.”
The White Flint project will
enhance and expand development
that has already occurred along Wisconsin Avenue and Rockville Pike.
“Retail and mixed business
are already there, and it will be
revamped into more of a mini town
center,” Casper said. “There will be
condos and townhomes of various
sizes.”
The plan calls for 375-square-foot
condos with Murphy beds that are
the size of a hotel room.
“It’s based on the theory that
younger or single people or even
older people will spend less time in
their homes,” Casper said. “They
will be in the local coffee shop, going
to the movies and sitting out on the
bench. Kids who have ﬁrst jobs will
be able to afford these.”
Bethesda is undergoing a huge
expansion upward, she noted, and
there is a tremendous amount of
development to feed the needs of
the area. A new Harris Teeter is
going in, and Casper said it will have
a very different look in the future.
Bordered by Route 29, Cherry

Hill Road, New Hampshire Avenue
and the Prince George’s County line,
the White Oak Science Gateway is
focused on developing options for
a new research and technology
node that capitalizes on the growing presence of the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration and is complemented by mixed-use development.
“White Oak is where the FDA is,
and it was developed a while ago,”
Casper said. “That’s another area
slated for expansion with additional
research facilities and also commercial development — not just roads
to jobs but mixed-use development.”
Schwartz and Casper agreed
there is a critical need to fund Metro’s Purple Line to Silver Spring and
Bethesda.
“We need to continue to fund
the rehab of our Metro systems
and to tie these traditional transit corridors to development,”
Schwartz said. “The real news is
that the Washington, D.C., region
is beginning to lead the nation
in offering effective alternatives
and personal solutions to congestion — well-planned, walkable and
transit-oriented neighborhoods and
centers.”

